Village of Woodstock
Village Historic Preservation Commission
Monday June 30, 2025, 4:00 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room
Draft Minutes 

Present: Isabelle Bradley, Phil Neuberg, Wendy Marrinan, Ellen Soroka (VDAC)

Meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.

Design Review and Historic District Guidelines:
The Woodstock Planning Commission is currently reviewing and recommending edits in the Village Zoning Regulations in consultation with TRORC.  Recognizing a shared concern, Chair Neuberg invited members of the Village Design Advisory Committee (VDAC) to our Village Historic Preservation Commission (VHPC) meeting to discuss.

Consensus is that Design Review Guidelines, including the historic nature of the village, should be retained and clarified in the revised regulations. Benefits would include:
· preserving status as a National Historic District
· sustaining the character of Woodstock Village
· providing clear guidance for homeowners
· Improving interpretation by Boards and Committee
· streamline permitting process
Replacing windows is an example: clear guidelines would preserve character and streamline process.

Both the VHPC and the VDAC agree that the Historical District and the Design Review District overlays be merged to one set of boundaries to strengthen design outcome. These overlays need to factor in sightlines created by topography within the overlay districts.

Marrinan and Neuberg and have each attended Planning Commission Meetings when Design Review District was discussed (April 2 and May 5) and learned that commenting opportunities were limited. Marrinan’s comments were noted in PC minutes, however Neuberg’s were not.  Discussion ensued as what approach would better allow input in this area. Neuberg will reach out to Planning Commission Chair to propose an opportunity on 7/16 at 5 pm (between Design Review and Planning Commission meetings) for TROCC to share an update regarding revisions.

Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grant Application 2025:
Neuberg summarized the presentation at the 5.29.2025 Select Board meeting. The information was well received, and a letter of intent was signed the next day. The grant application was submitted on time.
Neuberg has also reached out to two more window restorers for estimates.

Vermont State Preservation Organization Certified Local Government Grant Application 2025:
Next round of applications will be accepted this fall. Opportunity to reapply for Design Guidelines.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Wright Marrinan, Secretary, VHPC
